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a window at Streatham, is now covered with a deep snow.    Mrs. \YilUams is vrry ill: every body else is as usual.
'Aiming the papers, I tound a letter to you, which I think you had not opened ; and a paper for '/'//,• Chnnricle, which I suppose it not neerssary now to insert. 1 iviurn them both.
1 I have, within these few days, had the honour of receiving Lord Hailes's Jirst volume, futwhieh I return my most respectful thanks.
' I wish you, my dearest friend, and your haughty lady, (for I know she does not love me,) and the youn# ladies, and the young Laird, all happiness. Teaeh the young gentleman, in spite of his mamma, ttt think and speak well of,
' Sir, your aU'eetumate humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' •Jan. to, I77f«.                                                           J
At: tliis time was in agitation a matter of j^reat consequence to mr ami my family, which I should not obtrude upon the world, were it nut that the. part which Dr. John-sou's friendship fur me made him take in it, was the occasion of an exertion of his abilities, which it would be injustice to conceal. That what he, wrote upon the subject may be understood, it is necessary to give n. state of the question, which I shall do as briefly as I can,
In the year i^t'.{, the barony or manour of Auehmleck, (pronounced J///VV/'1,) in Ayrshire, which belonged to a family of the same name with the lands, having fallen to the Crown by forfeiture, James the Fourth, Kin^ of Scotland, granted it to Thomas Bnswell, a branch of an ancient family in the emtnty nf Fife, stilm^ him in the charter, tilled o ftwiilitiri /MV//V ; ami assign hi^, as the cause of the {jjrant, //•<> /w/<> t"/ Jti/t'/i ,vii,"///«» ut*bis prtrstitt*. Thomas Boswell was slain in battle, Jijjhiin^ ahm^ with hi.s Sovercij^n, at the fatal fu-ld uf F!cnKlcin, in 1513".
1 Mr, t'rtikrr sayn that hr was informtnl by lionwdl's grand-tla\ip;h-tcr, who died in iK}f», thai it had nnnr to In* pronounced Auehinleck, The Rev, f,im«'«« (*hry?4al, tht* ininist«T of Aut'hinli'ck, in answer to my inquiry. j«»Hfr|y infnnus mr that 'the name " Ailleck " in still (jtiite t'onimoit as applied t«» fhr parish, and even Audnnleek House is as often t'uUrd t'l.u r Allle* k a?» nUicrwist*.'
* See Itttuwi'll'.s- //f/7/./f'f, Nt»v.4,
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